THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
is the flight ahead, the forward pressure, overcoming fear by
aggression.
The true forces of retrogression are not to be found in the
political direction in which they are usually sought, in the circles
of a privileged class, amid the narrowness of reactionaries who
would order life back into older and outlived forms; in the eternal
human desire to possess privileges. This form of social retro-
gressiveness, that of a class consciousness, is innocent in comparison
with these other forces of retrogression, which aim at thrusting
higher forms of human life back into the primitive, irresponsible,
bestial.
The Double Aspect of Socialism
Home leave, peace, rest, fresh air. Here in the country one first
realizes the pressure of these past weeks, the accumulated weari-
ness. There is a sharp, brisk air out here. As one reaches this
venerable old country seat one is met by the atmosphere of a great
past. In the park, with the busts of old Romans on the garden
walls, with swans in the little stream, in the quiet of this ancient,
smiling village, the war has vanished. The beast has crept behind
the hedge. A great world, a world of the intellect, with all the
wealth of a ripened life, here spreads its luxuriance.
We step out on to the terrace at night. The horizon sends up
tongues of flame. Distant droning and booming. There lies the
front, the great capital. The front, just as clear-cut as in the last
war; but this time the metropolis itself is the front.
Then the beast comes over us here; through the peace of the
night comes this buzzing drone of aircraft above us. One sleeps
none the less soundly in these wonderful beds, with an embroidered
sky above us and old paintings on the walls. The mysterious
life of old houses speaks in the night with its sombre voice.
One knows that one has been drawn into the circle of a great
tradition.
It is the moderation, the keeping within bounds, the wise
avoidance of extremes, that gives this British life its elasticity.
Here, in the very midst of the reflections of these weeks about the